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The Reproach of Chriſt the Chriſtian s T! reoſure. bn 
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Oecaſioned by the DEATH of the 


- Rey, GEORGE WHITEFIELD, MA. 


IR | Who, d this 
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. N 


SEPTEMBER . 1770. ; 


At 8 xv. Pon r, near Bos ros. 


PREACHED AT 


cn c SAVAN NAH, in orn. 


On Sunday, Novznaz why 1770. 


By EDWARD E LLINGTON, V. b. M. © 


1 Peri xv, "44 


If ye be reproached for the Name of Currsr, happy are ye, for 
the Sriair of Glory and of Gon reſteth upon you. 


p * 


8 1 'O N D o N: 

Pnuted for E. and C. DILLY, in the Poultry ; 
And Sold at the CAE Lin Tottenham- Court Road, 
And at the T EAN Aer z near Moorkields. 
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nav XI. 26. 


Bfteeming the Reproach of Cuklsr greater 

Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt : or. 
be had reſpet? unto the Recompence ef th the 
FIR" 


REA TEncomiums are e givin to Faith, 
and infinite Conſequences attributed to 
the Power of it. How eſſential it is to Salva- 
tion, we may learn from our need of it; for 
dit bout Faith is is impoſſible to pleaſe God: 
| and that it 1s not merely a Credence or Belief 
of a Report made of a particular Object, with- 
out any further Effect, is manifeſt from the 
Manner in which it has operated on the Ele&t © 
of Gop. Faith is a Grace given by Gap to 7 
his People, by which they draw nigh unto 
kim, through which they are accepted of him, 
in the Perſon of his dear Son, whom it is de- 
ſigned to embrace; and in Obedience to whoſe 
Commands it proceedeth to do the Work and 
eats of God: however unneceſſary it may ap- 
8 Ss: pear , 


L 
&-7 
© 


6 Tur REPROACH or CHRIS T 
pear in the Eyes of Men, and in their Judg- 
ments. to. be aeg Me 
may date its Exiſtence from the Raby Hour 
wherein the Hope of eternal Life was promiſ- 
ed; and you may ſee it is not an empty No- 
tion, but an active Principle, by taking No- 
tice that the Perſons the LoxD commendeth 
for It, were holy in all Manner of Converſa- 
tion; their Faith wrought by Works, and by. 
the Evidence of Works their Faith was made 
perfect: it helped them to form a proper 
Eſtimate of all that the LoxpD promiſed, and 
they confirmed themſelves juſt in their Pro- 
feſſions, by deſpiſing the Pleaſures of Sin, and 
embracing Shame and Contempt; Which 

an indubitable Conviction to an adulterous 
Generation, that they ſought a better Country, 
Which their Faith ave chem iet of, t cha. bs 
an heavenly. R 

- Moſes, is one of thoſe: who heing wrought 

upon by the Power « of F aith, obtained a good 
Report ; ; the HoLy Gnosr teſtifying concern. 
ing his Warkes, has theteby ſhewn, in what 
Manner, i it operates upon every Believer: the 
mors remarkably, conſpicuous the Providence 
of Gov, made him, and the greater Advantages 
_ this World propoſed to him, by ſo much the 
more was. his. Faith made manifeſt: There is 
no, Station of, ts Which excludes, the Evi- 
SF of Se but it ſhines che brighter, the 


1 5 greater 


#, 


uE CHRISTIAN's TREASURE. 7 
greater the Opportunities are, that are given 


us to ſecure the Friendſhip of this World. 


The receiving the melancholy News of the | 
much-Jamented. Death of a particular Friend 


to this Province, a Perſon who was once 
Minifter of this Church, is the Reaſon of this 
| Diſcourſe; and my choice of this Subject be- 


fore us, is to pay my grateful Reſpect to the 
Memory of this well-known, able Miniſter of 
the New Teſtament, and faithful Servant of 
the moſt high Gop, the Reverend GROROE 
WuaiTeFitLd; whoſe Life was juſtly eſteem- 
ed, and whoſe Death will be greatly regretted, 


by the ſincerely religious Part of Mankind of 
all Denominations ; as long as there is one re- 


maining on Earth who knew him, to recollect 
the Krol of Spirit, and holy Zeal with which” 


he ſpake, when preaching the everlaſting Goſ- 


pel, and every other Part of his diſintereſted . 
Conduct, conſiſtent with the miniſterial Cha- 
racter in Life and Converſation.” To found 


the F ame of the Dead I by no means approve 
of; yet a few Remarks on the Character and 


Conduct of Men, uſeful in their Day and Ge- 
neration, with a View to the Edification of the 


Living, i 1s no Ein conſiſtent. Mr Wurre- 
IE 's Works Pe him loud enough; I am 
not able to af PR. hing that cari'add greater 


Luſtre to them. May every one that miniſters 


in holy Things; and all who partake of their 
2 Miniſ- 


» 
nt 4D 00740 ma ut re 


| himſelf nearly allied to is P 


8 Tuz REPROACH or CHRIST. 
Miniſtrations, have equal Right to the Characs 
teriſtic in the Text, as he had! __ 

In diſcourſing upon the Words, three Things 
ſhall be the OI of our Conſideration. 


I. What we are to nk. by the þ Re: 
Powe f Chriſt. 


+ 8 Moſes et it ee 
than the 7 n. of Egypt. 


III. What einge of Reward he had re. 
ſpe& unto. . 


Under . of theſe, I ſhall trace the Chriſ- 
tian's Experience, and give ſome few Inſtances. 
wherein the Doctrine was verified in hs r ö 
ous of our dear and reverend Friend. 


. * 


we are to underſtand by the. Reproach of Chriſt. 


It undoubtedly includes the Scorn, Deriſion, 


Shows: Infamy, and Contempt, that the Pro- 


feſſors of Chriſtianity undergo for their Attach- 
ment to the Religion they eſpouſe. It is called, 
the Reproach of Chriſt, beqaaſe he conſiders 


Pople, united to 


them in an indiſſoluble Bond, in an unchange- 


able Covenant, that can never be broken. 
The Union between Car1sT and his Church 
| e ; is 


rar CHRISTIAN TREASURE: 9 


is expreſſed by the moſt ſtriking Metaphors, 
all deſcriptive of the neareſt Connection, and 
intended to ſhew us that the one cannot ſuffer 
without the other. The Apoſtle Paul, writing 
upon the marriage Union, has propoſed the 
Lonxp Jesvs for an Example; Huſbands, love 
your Wives, even as Chriſt alſo. loved the Church. 
He is the Head of the Church, and as many 
as are numbred with the Church, are Mem- 
bers of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his 
Bones. In this Matter the Apoſtle does but 
coincide with Jaiab and Jeremiah, both of 
whom have deſcribed the myſtical Union be- 
tween the Redeemer and his redeemed People, 
in Terms expreſſive of the ſame Thing. The 
Reſult of this Union is a Tranſmutation of 
Affairs, all their Miſeries and Sorrows become 
his; and his infinite Holineſs and Glory is made 
over to them: From hence it is that Zechariah 
was confident in his Aſſertion to the People of 
Gop of old; He that toucbeth you, toucheth the 
Apple: of his Eye, than which no Part of the 
human Frame is more ſenſitive and tender, 
more ſafely guarded, or harder to be aſſaulted. 
1/aiab, hath a ſweet Song of Praiſe upon the 
ſame Salvation, in his Sixty-third Chapter; 
In all their Afliction he was afflitted, and the An- 
gel of his Preſence ſaved them: in his Love, and 
in his Pity he redeemed them; and he bare:them, 
and carried them all the Days of * Being the 
Head 
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10 T.. REPROACH oy CHRPST 
Head'of his Body, the Church, it is impolſible 
the meaneſt Member ſhould ſuffer, and he not 
ſuffer with it; and not one of them can be 
exempted from ſuffering 'in their Meaſare; as 
the Effect of their Union with him; for all 
that will live godiy in Chriſt Jeſus uf ſuffer.” 
The Almighty, immediately upon the Fall'oF. 
Man, threatened the Serpent with * Piſap- 
pointment of his Expectation, by telling him 
he would put Enmity between the Seed of the 
Woman, and his Seed; at the ſame Time giv- 
ing Permiſſion to the Serpent to brüiſe his 
Heel: and the great Adverfary knowing his 
Prerogative, has ſtretehed it to the uttermoſt 
ever ſince the Conteſt has been ſupported: 
And the Adverſary being the Prinee of this: | 
World; on his ow Terrhories will maintain 
his Right, and make his Power known: ' This! 
he can only do by afflicting the Church of 
CnxisT, and perſecuting him in his Members. 
This is all he can do, and thus far he hath 
been conſiderably ſucceſsful ; having a Power 
to rule in the Hearts of the Children of Diſ— 
obedience, he has made them his Agents, 
by whom he hath carried on his Work of 
Oppoſition againſt the Kingdom of the LoD 
and of his CHRIST. The Redeemer knew it 
would be ſo, therefore he has provided a Sup- 
ply of the Promiſes, to comfort his People 
under. the Wrath of the Enemy, and hath 
. | | very 


TRE CHRIST LAN?sS TREASU RE. 11 
very plainly informed bis Followers what they 
maſt expect in Conſequence of theit Attach- 
ment to him. When he ſent them to pro- 
claim che Glories of his Kingdom, and the ex- 
ceeding Riches of his Love towards the fallen 
Race, he gave them no Reaſon, to expect 
that the Subject of their Meſſage. would gain 
them a proportionable Welcome, but tells 
them beforehand they ſhould be bated of all 
Men . or Bis Name s Safe. Three Verſes in 


the Fifth of Matheus are wholly taken up in 


deſcribing this State at large, ſhewing the 
Bleſſedneis of it; and the Cauſe for e 
Joy and Gladneſs under it. If we conſult the 
Ads of the Apoſtles, and the Epiſtles, which 
largely ſnew the Progreſs of the Goſpel, the 
Increaſe of the Church, and the Addition 
made to the Number of the Diſciples, we 
ſhall find the ſame evil Spirit breathing out 
Threazenings and Slaughter. This was after 
the Reſurrection of gur Lonxp; every Fact 
that attended it, one would have thought, 
ſhould have ſtopped the Mouths of thoſe 
Lions, and quenched the Violence of that 
fiery Indignation, which proceeded from the 
Enemies of the Croſs of CHRIST: But no; 
they ſtill continued their Rage through many 
Centuries of the Church; in which Time all 
who embarked in the ſacred Cauſe, knew 
they muſt r labour hard, and ſuffer 


much 


12 Tax REPROACH'6r CHRIST 


much Reproach. Altho? there might be ſome 


ſingular Inſtances, wherein particular Perſons 


ſuffered for their own Faults, yet they were 
very rare; the moſt of them were Men fear- 


ing Gop, and exemplary in their Lives and 


Converſations : No Fault could be found in 
them, ſave in the Cauſe of their God; and in 


| that they filled up the Meaſure of the Suffer- 


ings of Cuzisr. Miniſters and People are 
both to partake , of this Portion; but as the 
former are to ſtand in the Gap, the Conſe- 
quence is, they are expoſed to the greater 
Degree of Reproach. It is the ruling Opinion 
of many, that the Offence of the Croſs is long 
fince ceaſed, and that whatever evil Treat- 
ment ſome of a ſingular Turn may meet with, 


it is only the Fruit of their own Doings, and' 
the Reward of their own Work, wheteby they 
raiſe the Reſentment of Mankind againſt them 


for uncharitable Slander, and ſpiritual Abuſe. 
But whoever knoweth any thing of the Gof- 


pel, and hath experienced it to be the Power 


of Gop unto Salvation, knoweth this is the 
Language of Perſons who are unacquainted 
with the Depravity of their Nature, and 
through The Degeneracy of their Hearts, are 
1 e to be diſturbed, therefore are ſay- 

45th Minifters of CIS, Propheſy unto 
Us ſmooth Things. But the Miniſters of the 


| Goſpel are to be Sons of Thunder, and ſo 


to 


Tus CHRIST IAN's TREASURE. 12 
to utter their Voice, and conduct their Lives, 
as to prove the Nature of their Work, which 
is to open the Eyes of a ſinful Multitude, 20 
turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from _w | 
Power of Satan unto God. | 
Our dear and reverend Friend was highly 
honoured for many Years in being an happy 
Inſtrument to do this Work ſucceſsfully. 
With what a holy Zeal he proceeded, long 
before he was publicly ordained to the facred 
Office, has been long atteſted, and no Perſon 
has been able to contradict the Teſtimony: 
Na ſooner did he appear in the Wark of the 


Sanctuary, but he ſoon convinced his nume- 


rous Auditories, that his almighty Lozp:who 
had given him the Commiſſion, had by his 
Grace wrought him for the ſelf-ſame Thing; 
and through the holy Spit attending his 
Endeavours, made him à Horkman that needed 
not to be aſhamed. One would think his great 
Succeſs in his public Labours, the frequent 
Opportunities he embraced of doing Good, by 
the Relief of People in diſtrefling Circum- 
ſtances z every Occaſion he took to ule his 
Influence for the good of Mankind, and the 
whole of his Behaviour through a Life of 
fifty-ſix Jears, being (ſo far as the F railty of 
our preſent State will admit) unblameable 
and unreproveable, ſhould have exempted 
1 S him 
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14 Tux RE PROACH or CHRIST 


him from Contempt and Reproach. But, 
quite the Contrary; there was ſo near a Re- 
. ſemblance with his bleſſed Maſter, that obliged 
him to bear his Reproach: he has ſuffered 


with him on Earth, and he is now glorified 


with him in Heaven. He has laboured abun- 
dantly, and he has been as liberally reproach- 
ed and maligned from every Quarter. There 
is ſcarce a criminal Act but he hath been ac- 


cuſed with, yet amidſt all innocent from the 


great Tranſgreſſion. Clergy and Laity have 
- whet their Tongues like a Sword againſt him, 
and bent their Bows to ſhoot their Arrows; 
but the Lonkp, amongſt all, has known and 


approved his en nee Proceed we 
to the 17 een . | 


1I* Thing propoſed, which is to ſhew, 
Wherein Moſes eſteemed the Reproach of 
Chriſt greater Riches than the 7 _ : 
of Egypt. CONS OIL. | 


It is in theſe Particulars, for which we are 
greatly indebted to the inſpired Apoſtle; for 
though we might have inferred them from 
what is ſpoken of the holy Man of Gop, yet 
the want of a divine Authenticity might have 
given the Enemies of the Goſpel Occaſion to 
call our Conjectures in queſtion. He refuſed 


. 3 e ts 


THE CHRISTIAN's TREASURE. 15 
to be called the Son of Pharaob's Daughter; 

in this, as in the other Parts of his Conduct, 
his Faith aided him; for it was to him, and 
is to all the People of Gop, a glorious Pro- 
ſpective, through which they can take a mi- 
nute Survey of the Things which are eternal. 

Though he might have made a ſplendid Fi- 

gure in the Egyptian Court, by the very great 
Favour he had in the Princeſs's Affection, 
the natural Wiſdom Gop Almighty had en- 
dowed him with, and the Acquirements he 
had made in polite Literature (for he was. 
learned in all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians) 
yet he rejected it all; though, according to 
Tradition (and there is the greateſt Proba- 
bility to believe it true) he might have ruled 
the Kingdom, through his Adoption; yet he. 
made a generous Renunciation of all. He 
well knew he could not poſſeſs a royal Con- | 
nection, without a Separation from the Faith- 
ful; and his Heart was too cloſely joined to 
them, to be put aſunder by any of the empty 
Honours of this evil World. It was alſo the 
Fruit of an unbiaſſed Mind. He choſe to 
ſuffer Affliction with the People of Gov. He 
did not run precipitately into Reproach, 
through Miſtake, but it was an Act of Delibe- 
ration, he ſat down and counted the Coſt, 
and found t the light and momentary Affliction, 
C'S. his 
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his Engagements might expoſe him to, would 
be productive of an exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory. The Martyr Stepben in- 
forms us, he was full forty Years old at: the 
Time he diſcovered his Choice, and this muſt 
add Weight to his Judgment: He muſt be 
| ſenſible he could not enter upon an Enter- 
_ with an afflifted, oppreſſed People, with- 

out expoſing himſelf to the Wrath of the 
King, which Wrath muff be conſiderably in- 
cenſed, by the Refuſal he had made of the 


moſt noble Offers. All muſt be at a Loſs to 


account for his Conduct, who could not take 
ſuch a diſtant View as he did. The Faith of 
Gop's People ever runs counter to the World, 
and though they are Expectants of a-Reward, 
yet they never expect it out of Gop's Way; 
they no ſooner diſcover that the Way of the 
- Croſs, is the Road to the eternal Crown, than 
they eſteem it the one Thing needful, and value 
it at a greater Rate, becauſe nothing elſe can 
be ſubſtituted in the Stead of it. Nothing ean 
be a more confirming Proof of the Eſtimate 
we make of any thing, than our adhering to 
it with Firmneſs and Perſeverance, even tho? 
it may expoſe us to Pain and Diſtreſs; and 
ſtrictly might Moſes ſay, reſpecting the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, The Reproach of them that 
 reproached * fell en me; yet he took 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure in it, and accounted every Return of 
it an Addition to his Subſtance. Had it been 
any thing he had brought upon himſelf, ſo 
far from affording him any Pleaſure, it would 
have been attended with a Sting equally de- 
ſtructive to his ſpiritual Joys, as the Bites of 
the Serpents in the Wilderneſs to the Jraelites 
temporal. But being the Reproach of. Chriſt, 
the Intereſt it has gained is, @ great Reward 
in Heaven, It is a Myſtery to the Men of the 
World, how ſuch a Choice can be made by 
Perſons in their Senſes : They cannat ſee that a 
Man muſt (conſiſtent with the Principles of 
Reaſon and Nature) ſubmit to any Mal- treat- 
ment; though the Goſpel abounds with many 
Inſtances of Perſons, who have been made a 
Gazing- ſtock by Reproaches and Afflictions, 
and being diſintereſted in their Views, and up- 
right in their Deſigns, have rejoiced that they 
were counted worthy to ſuffer for his great 
Name's Sake. The Heart of Man is the 
ſame in every Age; and though the divine 
Providence of Gop | hath fo reſtrained the 
Wrath of Man, that in our Day it'is confined 
to a little Breath, yet how ſtrong the Reſent- 
ment and Rage of the Adverſaries now are, 
may be known by the innumerable Invectives 
which are yet uttered againſt the Friends to 
- Cnxrsr Jusvs in general, and his Miniſters 
YT | _— 
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in particular. Tf the Miniſters'of CHRIST were 
only to deliver a few moral Ethics, and ſub- 
ſtitute them in the Stead of the glorious Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, they might be approved, 
or at leaſt eſcape that Cenſure and Reproach, 
the preaching of the Croſs muſt Occaſion 
them. But to do this would be as abſurd, 
as it would have been in Moſes to attempt to 
reconcile his Hebrew Friends to the rigorous 
Bondage of Egypt. Our Buſineſs is to ſtrike 
at the Root of Sin, and take every Opportu- 
nity to declare ourſelves againſt it. The 
Apoſtle's Advice to Timothy would have been 
of little Uſe; Preach the Word, be inſtant in 
Seaſon and out of Seaſon, reprove, rebuke ex- 
Bort; if Sin had not been productive of thoſe 
dangerous Effects, which are declared in the 
Word of Gop, and the Miniftry of the Word 
deſigned to recover Sinners from their dange- 
rous Eſtate. 

\ Becauſe the Law of the Las is deſigned 
for the converting the Soul, and making wiſe 
the Simple, upon every Occaſion our deceaſed - 
Reverend Friend made uſe of it: Eaſe and 
Honour were continually courting his Accep- 
tance; but theſe he refuſed, and made Choice 
of Defamation and Reproach. Though it is 
well known, he has had Opportunity long 


ſince to — the Cathedral-Chair, and enjoy 
8 epiſcopal 
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epiſcopal Emolument, - yet, in his- Opinion, 
(and it will be found he judged like a wiſe 


Man in the End) Sinners, through his Inſtru- | 


mentality, nn turned unto the Log, wo 
the Day of our Lord Jeſus, was . — A 
greater Honour than any this World could 
afford him; and an Ornament as infinitely 
Superior to the epiſcopal Habiliments, as the 
Light of the Sun to a ſingle Spark that aſ- 
cends from a burning Coal. His longing 
Defire for the Salvation of immortal Souls, 
would not admit of his being confined within 
the Diſtrict of any Walls; though it muſt 
be acknowledged, he never thought of com- 
mencing Field - Preacher, till his invidious 
Enemies refuſed him Church - Pulpits, with 
Indignation of Spirit unbecoming the loweſt 
and vulgar Claſs of Mankind, much leſs Men 
profeſſing themſelves Preachers of Godlineſs. 
Though he has, throughout the whole Courſe 
of his Miniſtry, given ſufficient Proof of his 
inviolable Attachment to our happy Eſtab- 
liſnment; he was deſirous to countenance the 
Image of ChRISsT wherever he ſaw it, well 
knowing, that political Inſtitutions in any Na- 
tion whatever, ſhould not deſtroy the bleſſed 
Union, or prevent the Communion which 
_ to ſubſiſt throughout” the holy Catholic 
Church, 


of Mankind? The Reaſon 1s obvious, He 
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Church, between real and ſincere Chriſtians 
of all Denominations. Some People may re- 
tain ſuch a Veneration for apoſtolic Phraſes, 
as to ſuppoſe they ought not to be applied to 


other Perſons; ſorry am I to obſerve that 
few, very few, deſerve the Application of 


them, But of Mr WriTzritLÞ we may ſay, 
with ſtricteſt Truth, in Journeyings often, in 
Perils of Waters, in Perils of Robbers, in Pe- 
rils of his own Countrymen, in Perils in the 


City, in Perils in the Wilderneſs, in Perils in the 


Sea, in Perils among falſe Brethren , in Weari- 
neſs and Painfulneſs, he hath approved him- 
ſelf a Miniſter of Gop, All who knew and 


were acquainted with him, ſoon diſcovered in 


him the polite Behaviour of the accompliſhed 
Gentleman, and every Mark of good Senſe - 
and good Manners ; his Company and Con- 
verſation was ſo enlivening and entertaining, 
and at the ſame Time ſo inſtructive and edi- 
fying, that no Perſon with the leaſt Degree 


of common Senſe, could behave unproperly 


in his Preſence. In. him met (which do not 
often. meet. in one Perſon) the finiſhed and 


complete Gentleman, and the real and true 
Chriſtian, Why, then, did he take Pleaſure 


in Reproaches, and ſubmit to the Taunts 
and Inſults both of the vulgar: and politer Part 


bad 
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| bad. reſpeft to the . Recompence of the Reward. 
Ny hich leads me, "2M | 


m To ſhew what 3 of Reward | 
Hang mon — unto. 


The Reward was not „ od that 
3 intended, his Refuſal of the courtly 
Honours of Egypt would have proved his 
Folly; and his Choice of the Bounties of Ca- 
naan, through ſo many Dangers as he muſt 
hazard to poſſeſs them, would not have been 
worth his Trouble. He could not receive 

8 that Honour, at the Head of a few People, 
worn down by Oppreſſion, as he might have 
done in the land of Egypt by a Multitude, 
whoſe: Strength muſt be increaſed by their 
Exemption - from hard Labour. But the 
_ Almighty deſigned him only a Piſgab's View _ 
of the temporal Poſſeſſion, while he was to 
be made a Partaker of an eternal Inheritance. 
This is the Hope laid up in Heaven for all 
the People of Gob; there ſhall Moſes, the 
Jewiſh Legiſlator, and the Apoſtle Paul, the 
evangelical Preacher, meet, and'be rewarded 
with a Crown of Glory, as an ample Amends 
for all their Toils, and ſhall dwell in the 
bliſsful Preſence of Gop for ever. Moſes had 
no Objection to receive theſe Things in 
| Goy's Way, and that was Grace, free Grace; 
D | for 
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for there is no other Way of Salvation either 
for Jew or Gentile. A guilty Sinner can do 


nothing for himſelf, therefore it was the joint 
- Acknowledgment of the Church, Thou, Lord, 
hath wrought all our Works in us; for this 


Reaſon he ought to have all the Glory; and 
"the: ever rewards us, it muſt be freely, and 
without "any kind of Merit or Deſert in "wt 
as conſidered in ourſelves. | 

To clear up this Matter by a ſhort Obſer- 
vation, let us inquire, What was Moſes any 
otherwiſe than as he received all his Wiſdom, 
Power, and Authority from Gop ? Though 
mighty in Word and Deed, this gave him no 
Manner of Encouragement, as is plain from 
the Diffidence he expreſſes of his Abilities, 
and the ſeveral Objections he makes againſt 
his taking upon him the very important 

Taſk aſſigned him. But though he ſtaggered 
at the Work, when conſidering himſelf; he 
entered upon it chearfully, when he found 
his Help laid upon One who is mighty. 
 Gop was to be all to him he wanted, and 
Moſes applied to him for every thing. When 
the Glory is aſcribed to another, by us, it is 
a plain Renunciation of Merit in ourſelves. - 
Therefore when Paul ſaid, I can do all Things, 
through Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth me; and 
Jpeaking. of the othie Apoſtles 1 in Connection 


with \ 
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with himſelf, ſays, Our Suſſiciency is of Cod; 
it is clearly implied, when Gop once with-: 
drew his Sufficiency, their own Inſufficieny 
would be too manifeſt; ever to admit of 2e 
 Recompence of a Reward. Though the Be- 
liever's Works will never intitle him to a Re- 
ward of Debt, yet the Reward of Grace will 
always excite a holy deſire to render ſome» 
thing unto the Lord; What wouldeſt thou 
have me to do? is the inceſſant Inquiry of 
that Soul, who by the Merits of the Redeem- 
er's Death, and the Virtue of his precious 
Blood, is redeemed from Sin, and made a 
Partaker of the Inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away. If he finds it 
is given unto him to ſuffer, he receives it as 
a Part of his greateſt Bleſſing; and though 
the Sufferings may be great, confidered in 
themſelves, they will be found not worthy to 
be compared with the glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed. Though theie ' invaluable Bleſſings 
come free to the Sinner, as the Effect of 
Grace, yet it is a juſt Reward of the Saviour. 
He is the Recompence to whom Moſes had re- 
ſpect, as it is explained, by his /eeing him who 
is inviſible, and through whom he beheld that 
eternal Glory in the Proſpect of which, he en- 
dured, under all his Afflictions from Egypt to 
. where a final End was put to all. 
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We may gather from hence, that Faith . 
operates by good Works ;, and let all the Men of 


the World ſay to the contrary, or put ever ſo 


baſe a Conſtruction upon our Doctrine, it 
will Evidence itſelf by theſe good Fruits. It 


was from theſe Principles that Mr WBrrE- 
FIELD acted, and they were productive of the 


deſired Effects; not only in Almſgiving, this 


was but a ſmall Matter, when compared 


with the happier and more important Attempt 
which he made for the good of Mankind, at 
the Hazard of his Life, and the Expence of 
an unblemiſhed Character. His peculiar and 
popular Talent was not diſcovered in propa- 
cating dry Morality ; but with a peculiar and 
divine Energy, he penetrated the Receſſes of 
the Heart, and brought many a ſenſeleſs Sin- | 
ner to the Knowledge of himſelf, and to the 


Enjoyment of the Love of Gop. How he has 


preached with Showers of Stones, and many 
other Inſtruments of Malice and Revenge 
about his Ears, many of his ſarviving Friends 
can witneſs; but having the Salvation of Sin- 
ners at Heart; and a great deſire to reſcue 
them from the Power of eternal Death; he 


reſolutely reſolved to ſpend and be ſpent, for 


the Service of precious and immortal Souls; 
and ſpared no Pains, and refuſed no Labour, 
. ſo that he might but adminiſter to their real 

7 and 
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and eternal Good: And Glory be to our good 
Gop, he hath perſevered and endured to the 
End of his Life, Having reſpect unto the Re- 

compence ef the Reward, Surely nothing elſe 
could ſupport him under ſuch a Weight of 
Care, and enable him, amidſt it all, for ſo 
many Years, to bear it with ſo much Chear- 
. fulneſs. The worthy Inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince do not want my Atteſtation, either to 
the Loſs the Province has ſuſtained, or to the 
Deſire he has had for its Proſperity. His inde-' 
fatigable Endeavours to Promote it, and the 


many fervent Prayers he has Night and Day 


offered for it, ſpeak loud enough. Happy- 
Omens, we would hope, in favour of it, -both 
as to its temporal Increaſe, and ſpiritual Pro- 
ſperity. May Gop- raiſe up ſome uſeful Men 
to ſupply his Place, and carry on unto Per- 
fection what he hath ſo diſintereſtedly begun, 
that the Inſtitution he hath founded in this 
Province may be of public Utility to the lateſt 


Peoſterity! As to his Death, little more can 


be ſaid of it, than has been communicated to 
the Public already. He died like a Hero in 

the Field of Battle; he has been fighting the 
Battles of the LoxD of Hoſts upwards: of 
thirty Years, againſt the World, Sin, and 
Satan, and he hath been a Conqueror, he hath. 
fougnt ſucceſsfully, many, very many, con- 


verted 


* 
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verted Sinners are the Trophies of his Victory: 
But now his Warfare is accompliſhed, . the 
Captain of his Salvation hath granted him a 
Diſcharge, he is entered into his everlaſting 
Reft, and is reaping the Benefits of a Life 
ſincerely dedicated to the Service of the once 
crucified, but now exalted Jesus. He preach- 
ed the Day before his Deceaſe ; though his 
Death was ſudden, he was not ſurprized ; the 
Morning of his Departure, not many Hours 
before his Spirit took its 'Flight to the Re- 
gions of Bliſs, he prayed to the Gop of his 
Salvation, and committed his departing Soul 
into his Hands, as his faithful Creator and 
all-merciful Redeemer; ſoon after he ſaid, 
* am near my End,” then fell aſleep ; he 
| fainted, and died, not one Sigh or Grone; 
the Lory heard his Prayer, and granted him 
his Requeſt, and gave him an eaſy Diſmiſſion 
Þ out of Time into Eternity : Sudden Death was 
= his deſire, and ſudden Death was to him ſud- 
deen Glory. He has fought the good Fight; 
| few, if any, ſince the Apoſtles, have been 
more extenſively uſeful, or laboured more 
=_ abundantly. Thouſands, I believe, I may, 
| with propriety, ſay, in England, Scotland, and 
America, have great Reaſon to bleſs Gop for 
his Miniſtrations, for he hath ' travelled* far 
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and wide, * the — Tidings of 
| Salvation 
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Salvation through Faith in a crucified Saviour, 
he hath- finiſhed bis Courſe, his Labours are 
ended, his Work is completed, he hath re- 
ceived the Well done, good and faithful Servant, 
and is entered into the Foy of his Lord, and is 
crowned with 4 - Crown of unfading Glory, 
which was reſerved for him in the eternal Habi- 
tations. But what a Loſs has our World ſuſ- 
rained ! A Star of the firſt Magnitude is fer, 
a great Man is fallen in our Iſrael, for in him 
met every Qualification that Conftitutes the 
great and good Man. | Adoreable Emanver, 
make thou up the Loſs of him to thy Church 
and People! let a double Portion of thy Spi- 
rit be poured out upon the remaining Miniſ- 
ters let that holy Fire which burnt ſo bright 
in thy departed Servant, warm each of their 
Hearts! and, O thou Lon p of the Harveſt, 
fend forth more ſuch true and faithful Labourers 
into thy Harveſt. £43] 

1 am ſenſible a Men cannot receive the 
Doctrines that he preached; but that is no 
Proof of their not being Scriptural. All Men 
could not receive the ſayings of our Lox p and 
Maſter, ſave them to whom it was given. But 
however wide we may ſteer in Judgment from 
what is no Ways eſſential, it behoves us to 
take the greateſt Care we do not deceive our- 
ſelves in Matters of infinite Conſequence. For 
my 
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my own Part, having made it my Study, with 
Prayer for Light and Wiſdom from above, I 
am as clear in my Judgment, that the Doctrines 
of the Fall, the New-birth, Salvation only by 
Grace, through the Righteouſneſs of ChRIST, 
is true, and conſonant with the Scriptures, the 
Articles and Homilies of our Church, as that 
the Sun ſhines at Noon-day. And though my 

weak. Endeavours will never admit of a Com- 
pariſon with Mr WHITEFIELD' s, yet, accord- 
ing to my utmoſt Abilities, I am determined, 
by the Help of Gop, to propagate them ac- 


cording to the Subſcription I made when 1 


os upon me chis ſacred Character and Office. 

1 have now only to apply a hack been 

Adeline d. l 4 

» appears that the Lozp inen 3 — 

how: diſcovered in the earlieſt Ages, as the 
only Object of the Believer's Hope. They 


had reſpe# unto. him (with Admiration, ſo the 
Word ſignifies) and every Thing elſe, was 


ſwallowed up in the Deſire of him; whatever 
Affliction or Reproach they endured, was dear 
to them, for his ſake they eſteem it, and 
chooſe it, in Preference to any thing this World | 
could ſupply them with, What Condemna- 
tion muſt this bring on us, who have a much 
clearer Revelation of his Love, and leſs Vene- 


ration. and Eſteem for him, notwithſtanding 
3 
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all that he hath done before our Eyes. Should 
it be found, that we embrace, inſtead of re- 
fuſe, the World, and get ſo entangled with its 
"Snares, as to have our Hearts e from 
him, the only true Source of Delight; in the 
great and terrible Day of the Loxp, when it 
will be our only Comfort to be owned by him, 
he will refuſe us any Shelter from the Fierce- 
neſs of his Wrath, as Perſons whom he never 
knew. O Sirs, be wiſe in your Choice, and 
be careful, leſt you ſnould be deceived by the 
outward Appearance of Things. The Afflic- 
tions of the People of Gop are to them in their 
Preſent State, what the Badgers Skins were 
to the Ark of old, a Preſervative to them, 
though it covers the excellent Glory the Loxp 
hath put upon them; but by and by, they 
will be perfectly known, and their End no 
longer ſaid to be without Honour. As many as 
come under the Denomination of the People 
of Gop, I would exhort to go forward. Much 
may be your Affliction in this Life; but you 
muſt not be diſcouraged, there is a happy 
State commencing, and a great Recompence of 
Reward to be inherited. When you find your- 
ſelf weary and faint in your Mind, have re- 
ſpect unto it, look upon it with that Admira- 
tion it will raiſe in your Heart, and the Loxp 
; wal aſſure you of your Intereſt therein, One 
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View of the exceeding Riches of the Redeem- 


N 


er's Love towards you, will make you ſtrong 


and courageous; and though your Trials may 


be as many as the Children of J/ae!”s in their 
Way to the Land of Promiſe, yet the Lozp | 


will deliver you out of them all. Let none 
_ rrifle with Gop and eternal Things; for by 


ſo doing you increaſe your own Damnation. 
If you ever partake with the People of Gov in 
another World, it muſt be by a Connection 
with them here. There is but one Path to. the 
Mediators Glory, and that Way you muſt go, 
if you are defirous to eſcape the Wrath to 


come, and that is by repenting and turning to 
Go. Therefore let me exhort you ſeriouſly 


to weigh theſe important Matters in the Ba- 
lance of the Sanctuary. You ought not to 
hear, neither ought we to preach, the Word of 


the Lord in vain; but alas! what daily Cauſe 


do you give us to fear that it is in vain you 
hear, and in vain we preach ; and it will be fo, 
as long as you are in love with the Pleaſures of 
Sin. O that you may be perſuaded to leave 
your Sins, and come unto CHRIST by Faith, 


turning unto him, the Lord your God, for he is 


gracious and merciful, and pardoneth Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion, and Sin: Otherwiſe your formal 
attending on outward Ordinances, and a Re- 
gard for his Prophets, will be of ſmall Account 
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to you. For as every Part of our Conduct will 

be tried in the Judgment of the great Day, ſo 

will our Sermon- hearing be brought before 

the Judge of Quick and Dead; and if the 
Word of the Log hath not proved the Savour 
of Life unto Life unto you, it will become be 
Savour of Death unto Death; it will either fave 

or damn you; if it doth not adminiſter to your 
Salvation, it will increaſe your Condemiation. 
In this your Day then, may you know be 
Things that belong to your everlaſting Peace; 
and Gop grant that they * not be Bid _— 
your Eyes! 

| T o . Gov, 6. 
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Savannah Church was decently hung in Mourn- 
ing by the legiſlative Body of the Province. 
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